Matthew: The Life & Teaching of Jesus the Messiah

Lakewood Presbyterian Church
Lesson 19
Key Idea: In the last Beatitude Jesus teaches that Matt. 5:10-12
opposition is the normal mark of being a The Beatitudes: The Persecuted
disciple, as normal as hungering and
thirsting for righteousness or being merciful. (3'1'26)

THE PROGRESSION OF THOUGHT IN THE BEATITUDES

The Beatitudes are intimately related to one another and give a progression of thought. The first three
beatitudes describe a disciple’s confession of spiritual needs, whereas the fourth shows the resultant
hunger of that need. The latter four beatitudes then set forth a disciple’s active response to the promise
that his hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied, whereas the last beatitude describes the

unsaved world’s response to him. We might diagram this relationship as follows:

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BEATITUDES

BeATITuDES EOU BEATITUDES OF
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5. Merciful

1. Poor in spirit

4. Hunger and

thirst for .
2. Mourn righteousne 6. Pure in heart
3. Meek shall be satisfied 7. Peacemaker

8. World's response (to all that precedes): Persecution

I. HOW DOES PERSECUTION RELATE TO THE OTHER BEATITUDES?

A. No matter how hard we may try to make p with some people, they r to make
P with us.
B. Why is this?
II. PERSECUTION IS THE INEVITABLE OUTWORKING OF GRACE
A. Persecution erupts because God has
1. Set enmity between the s of the woman and the s of the S
2. On this account, unbelievers
a.Findd ther for which we hunger and thirst.
b. They have r the One whom we seek to f .
c. Ultimately u r Christians because they r Christ
and the One who sent Him. (Application: Yogi Berra’s great caveat: )

3. Persecution is the i clash of irreconcilable w




B. There are various | of persecution. Name three (see Matt. 5:11)

C. Persecution isone mark of a 't Churchorag disciple but is not a
necessary one in every p or all the time.
1. Note the change in p from verse 10 to 11 (from the general to specific people).
2. The key isnot to be s when opposition e (I Peter 4:12)
a. Our problem is we tend to run s of just a little s (Luke 6:26)
b. But what if unbelievers do speak well of you? (I Tim. 3:7)
D. Make sure that you are persecuted for r sake and not for the sake of f
1. There are many things one might suffer for or under which are hardly due to righteousness.
2. Some examples:? (Matt. 5:11c, cf. | Peter 4:15-16)

e Suffering for the sake of
e Suffering for the sake of
e Suffering for the sake of

I11. HOW DID JESUS EXPECT HIS DISCIPLES TO REACT UNDER PRESSURE?

Response #1: R and be exceedingly g !
1. Embrace your k i .
a. Thisisana of salvation —a token of genuineness.
b. You are firstly and truly a c of the kingdom of Christ! And that’s 1 !
2. Expectanh r (2 Cor. 4:17-18; Matt 19:29)
a. What is it?
3. Recognize the g C you are in.
a. Youarea with the One you w . (Acts 5:41)
b. You are a with those who have been struggling against the seed of the
Serpent since the beginning of history (Hebrews 11:1f).
e Sometimes we win in h ; sometimes only in e
e The question is the depth of your h perspective.
Response #2: R the timing & circumstances of persecution are both g
by the will, decree and design of your heavenly Father. (Phil. 1:29; | Thess. 3:3; James 1:2-4)
Response #3: Our job istom the a (11 Cor. 6:14-16)
1. Because there is a worldly way of t and d and there is a way of
t andd which are after Christ and His Word.

V. WHAT SHOULD OUR MINDSET BE?

A. Wepray forar but r has never come without s
and even b :
B. Wep in the little trials and give t in all things.
C. Wemaye this present world, but we must not | it (2 Tim 4:10).
D. Wep aconstant h mindedness, keeping our ultimate goal and

reward always before us (Heb 11:13-16, 12:1-2).

! My thanks to Terry Johnson, pastor of Independent Presbyterian Church in Savannah for these 3 points.



